[image: ]











Course Descriptions

Applied Math- This course is specifically designed for students who need to master the basic functions in math and apply those skills to real-world scenarios.  Students in this class learn how to add, subtract, divide and multiply using calculators, counting up or down, using number lines, etc.  They, also, learn about money, how to add up and pay using correct currency and coins for a bill.  Students are expected to be able to count back change correctly up to $20.00.  We, also, work on creating realistic budgets.  

Art Foundations- This course is designed to provide an overview of Visual Arts while studying a broad variety of art tools and materials. With an emphasis on studio production, this course is designed to develop higher level thinking, art-related technology skills, art criticism, art history, and aesthetics.

ASL- This course is an instructional program that prepares individuals to interpret oral speech for the hearing impaired. Class work includes instruction in American Sign Language, finger spelling, orientation to Deaf culture and interpreting from signing to voice as well as from voice to signing. This course prepares individuals to interpret oral speech for the hearing impaired. 

Basic Math- This course is designed for students who are preparing to enter Secondary Math the following year.  Students are expected to master either fractions or decimals.  By the end of the year, students should be working on Pre-Algebra and an introduction to Geometry. Those enrolled, in this class, will continue to build money management skills such as: counting back change, adding and paying for bills with correct currency and coins, creating realistic budgets, understanding credit and bank accounts, etc.

Biology- This course focuses on the study of all life, from the smallest microscopic organisms to the largest of mammals and all the plants in between.  Using microscopes and other tools students explore the connections of living organisms to one another and to their ecosystem.  They learn about the interdependence of organisms in their population and to their larger community and how they fit together in the grand mosaic that is our world.

Botany- This course focuses on the study of plants. Students look deeply at how plants work, and study their place in our lives.  Students sprout seeds to study how a small hard seed develops into a full-grown plant that bears fruit and provides food. They also examine the roots, stems and leaves to understand how plant vascular systems move water, food and nutrients from place to place within the plant.  Students also study the blossoms to understand how plants reproduce and how they have adapted to be more attractive the pollinators that help them reproduce.

Computer Literacy- This course focuses on teaching students about their digital foot prints and internet safety. The students learn skills from assembling computers, installing software, problem solving and using computer programs for projects.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Consumer Math- This course focuses on basic consumer skills that students will need to function in the adult world. The class focuses on skills that include: Money skills, measurement, use of a calculator, elapsed time, reading time, etc.

Creative Reading- This course focuses on scaffolding and chunking reading in order to build students reading comprehension. Each day student completes a reading journal telling the main idea, summary and prediction from the reading that day. The typical books used are of high interest on a 4th to 5th reading level.

Careers- This course focuses on needed career skills as well as other skills that students will need as an adult. Skills such as: building resumes, cover letters, interviewing, how to get into college, paying taxes, budgeting over their lifetime, how to rent an apartment, etc. 

Debate- The major purpose of this course is to offer instruction in the fundamentals of effective oral delivery, including body control, use of voice and diction, and analysis of audience. Instruction stresses organization, selection, and arrangement of material, and use of transitions and rhetorical effects in making brief speeches to inform, persuade, or entertain. Students will also read, discuss, and write about speeches in order to interpret and evaluate the impact of text. Students are given opportunities to pick topics, work in teams, and exhibit leadership in a series of debates held throughout the quarter.

Earth Science- This course focuses on the geologic processes that have shaped the Earth starting with The Big Bang formation of the universe to the Nebular Theory of solar system formation.  Students learn about the repeating cycles of Earth materials and also about the materials themselves.  They examine rocks to determine their origin and try to identify the minerals contained the different rocks. Students also study the impact of human activity on the biosphere and how the biosphere reacts to the various Earth processes like volcanoes and tsunamis, as well as the evidence supporting the theory of Continental Drift.

English- This course is specifically designed for students who are performing between K-5th grade in reading fluency, reading comprehension and/or written expression.  We focus on improving reading fluency and comprehension through ability level reading documents, oral discussions, context clues, improving vocabulary, etc. Students are assessed monthly using Fry’s word lists levels 1-11 or Dolch word lists pre-primary through level 3 for fluency. In order to improve writing skills, students practice basic grammar such as capitalization, punctuation, and sentence structure 2-3 times per week.  
English A-This course emphasizes the fundamental language skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking, viewing and presenting. An emphasis on vocabulary and composition skills will be an on-going part of the program. The course includes studies of various literary genres: short story, poetry, novel, drama, and non-fiction. The development of critical reading and writing skills is a major emphasis of the course. All texts presented in this course are focused for students whose reading and writing skills are at a third to fifth grade level. 
English B-This course emphasizes the fundamental language skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking, viewing and presenting. An emphasis on vocabulary and composition skills will be an on-going part of the program. The course includes studies of various literary genres: short story, poetry, novel, drama, and non-fiction. The development of critical reading and writing skills is a major emphasis of the course. All texts presented in this course are focused for students whose reading and writing skills are at a fifth to sixth grade level. 
English C- This course includes a review of grammar skills, the teaching of intermediate composition skills, and an examination of various literary genres that include the short story, poetry, drama, non-fiction, and the novel. Emphasis will be placed on vocabulary development, composition skills, critical reading, and critical writing skills. All text presented in this course are focused for students whose reading and writing skills are at a seventh to eight grade level.
English D- This course includes a review of grammar skills, the teaching of intermediate composition skills, and an examination of various literary genres that include the short story, poetry, drama, non-fiction, and the novel. Emphasis will be placed on vocabulary development, composition skills, critical reading, and critical writing skills. All text presented in this course are focused for students whose reading and writing skills are at an eight to ninth grade level.
English E- In this course, students will review writing skills and extend their study of vocabulary, the short story, novel, poetry, and drama. Strong attention will be given to the development of composition and critical reading skills. Composition will support literature study. All text presented in this course are focused for students whose reading and writing skills are at a tenth to twelfth grade level.
Environmental Science- This course is the study of Earth and the human relationship with the environment.  Students study how atmospheric pressure systems drive the air currents that mix the atmosphere and create the weather we all experience. They learn how atmospheric heat is moved from the equatorial regions to the Polar Regions. Students also study the other processes on Earth like erosion, weathering, freshwater cycle, earthquakes and volcanoes. 

ESL- This course is for foreign speaking students who are not at the proficient level.  Students work on strengthening their vocabulary, building grammar skills, identifying non-verbal cues, and understanding idioms and other common expressions. They work on developing conversation skills through role play and through on-line activities.  

Financial Literacy- The basics of financial literacy and banking are discussed in this course. Topics covered include bad debt, importance of spending plans, being an informed consumer,  planning for the future, taxes, health insurance, property insurance, keeping money in perspective, and understanding paystubs. 
Fit for Life- This course is a concept based physical education course which gives students the knowledge and skills to self-asses, create, conduct, evaluate, and redesign personal fitness programs.  Students learn how to use personal based equipment and plan work out programs.  New lifting techniques and exercises that target a different body part are taught bi-weekly.  Students do participate in a few team sports and activities to learn team work and sportsmanship.
Geography- This course teaches students to use maps and other geographic tools to acquire information from a spatial perspective. They learn about the many kinds of maps, from the simple mental maps to sophisticated maps. The big geographic questions of What?, Where?, How? And So What? are addressed. Students learn about relative and absolute locations and how to understand our sense of place.

GIS- Geographic Information Systems (G.I.S.) is the use of digital maps in the electronic age.  This introduction to digital mapping looks at how raster date (spreadsheets) are used to create a feature layer that documents one aspect of an area.  Students learn how these feature layers become shape files that can be added, layer upon layer, to form a comprehensive map depicting exactly the desired information.  

Health- In this course students acquire knowledge, skills, and attitudes to adopt health enhancing behaviors for a lifetime. Each lesson encourages students to be healthy physically, mentally, socially, and emotionally.  Lessons are grade and maturity level based and can cover a wide variety of topics including: Stress management, nutrition, alcohol and tobacco use, drugs, mental health, human development etc.  

Humanities- This course is designed to engage students in the study of modern world cultures from the late 18th Century to the present time.  This study includes an examination of the history, literature, geography, art, and music of each of the following regions: Asia, Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East.

Intro to MS Office- This course teaches students the skills needed in a competitive job market.  Students in this class are taught how to make Word and PowerPoint documents that are appealing to their audience. They are also introduced to ways to manipulate documents to be a step ahead of the competition. Students complete each lesson on gcflearnfree.org and then complete an activity highlighting their achievements.

Journalism- This course was developed to teach students about journalism as a whole. Students study the history or progression of news from drawings on cave walls to emails and the internet. They discuss moral issues and what should and should not be printed as well as studying the law. Students discuss freedom of speech and freedom of press and how the ethics/rules of the past are harder to incorporate with the internet.  Students research various aspects of writing and practice being a journalist.  
Keyboarding- In this course students work through the Mavis Beacon Program. This program provides a systematic approach, helpful instructional videos and a generous amount of practice as students work at their own pace.
Lifetime Activities- This is an individual and small group based physical education class.  In this course students are taught activities that can be used for a lifetime such as golf, hiking, swimming, weight training, jogging, nutrition and personal program and exercise design.
P.E.- In this course students participate in more drills, skills, games, and team sport development.  Students are taught more about rules, game flow, and skill development.  Each unit is taught on a specific sport. Then broken down with cardio based days, some basic flexibility, muscular strength and endurance principles. 
Physical Science- Physical Science the study of matter and energy. It is a combination of two branches of science---Chemistry and Physics.  Chemistry is the study of the properties, composition, structure, and interactions of matter.  Physics is the study of the relationship between matter and energy.
Secondary Math 1- This course extends understanding of linear relationships, by contrasting them with exponential phenomenon, as wells as by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend. Students will use properties and theorems involving congruent figures to deepen and extend understanding of geometric knowledge. Algebraic and geometric ideas are tied together. 

Secondary Math 2- This class is designed for students who are completing the second half of Algebra I and are working through Geometry.  Algebra I is the focus on Monday, Wednesday and Friday each week.  By the end of the course, students should be able to identify rational vs irrational numbers, add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.  They should be able to factor equations to simplify fractions with rational numbers.  By the end of the year, students will be able to solve linear equations and graph the solutions.  The conclusion of this course will be mastering the quadratic equation, solving system equations, and finding square roots, etc.  In Geometry, students enrolled in this course are expected to master measurements using equations, volume, area, and perimeter, compare shapes and angles and write equations to prove their congruence, etc.   Students in this class are expected to complete the curriculum required to move into Secondary Math II, which focuses on Algebra II, Trigonometry, etc.  

Secondary Math 3- In this course students will apply methods from probability and statistics expand their repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical functions, as well as expanding their study of right triangle trigonometry. They bring together all of their experience with functions and geometry to create models and solve contextual problems.

Science- This course is to assist students who struggle in the regular science classes. This is due to low reading comprehension levels. Students read a science assignment each day with scaffolding from the teacher. The students then complete comprehension questions that include a variety of types of questions including: Explicit and implicit questions, short answer, and fill in the blanks.  

Social Studies- Students in this class study a mixture of history (US and World) while studying ancient and current societies. The curriculum is modified to meet their special learning needs and abilities. Students are expected to be able to identify 3 facts about each country or culture they study. Students will prepare PowerPoints, short reports, and presentations on areas or historical events of their choice as we move through the curriculum.

US Government- This course provides a framework for understanding the purposes, principles and practices of American government as established by the United States Constitution. Students are expected to understand their rights and responsibilities and how to exercise these rights and responsibilities in local, state, and national government. Current events will be included throughout the year through the use of a daily newspaper.  Students will study the three branches of government, the system of checks and balances, and Supreme Court cases.

US History- This course builds upon concepts developed in previous studies of American history. After a brief review of the early development of the nation, students study the key events, people, groups and movements in the late nineteenth, the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries as they relate to life in Utah and their home state, and the United States as a whole. Current events will be included throughout the year.  Students use IPADS and textbooks as a resource to supplement information given in class.  Tests are also given by using the IPADS.

Weight Training- In this course students are in the weight room nearly every day.  They are taught lifts and exercises and how to target different muscle groups.  Students keep journals, charts, and track progress and improvement on certain lifts.  They also learn techniques and habits that when used properly they can be carried over to life after high school and hopefully be used for a lifetime.

World Civilizations-This course is a combination survey and in-depth examination of the growth of current world civilizations dating back to 5000 BC. Emphasis is placed on learning the reasons and causes of modern structures, systems, conflicts, ideologies, religions and environmental issues as they exist in today’s world. The class is organized into 10 minute activities, beginning with a self-start activity, a short review/lecture is given, a reinforcement activity follows, lastly a group discussion or short assignment.  No homework is given.  Students have notebooks that they are graded on every week and given daily participation points.
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